
Millersburg Borough Council 

Council Chambers

November 9, 2022 Meeting Minutes

Call to Order – President Dietz called the meeting to order at 7:16PM with Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder present.  Mayor Bowman, Borough Manager James Whitall and Secretary Ann Jackson were also present.  Solicitor Kerwin arrived at 8:12PM.  The invocation was given by President Dietz, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Guests –  Jamie Etzweiler, Heather Stephens, Douglas Snyder, Sean Grimm, Millersburg Fire Company No. 1; David Russell and Joseph Steppy, Millersburg Ferry Boat Association; Michelle Fulkroad

Approval of Minutes – Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Snyder  to approve the minutes from the October 12 and October 26, 2022 meetings as prepared.  Motion carried.

Public Comment 
President Dietz recognized representatives from the Fire Company and Ferry Boat Association who were in attendance to address the Council regarding continuation of the annual fireworks event.  Fire Company President Jamie Etzweiler reported that the Fire Company plans and insures this event, at no profit to the Fire Company, but the future of the community event is in jeopardy.  Ferry Boat Association Board President David Russell reported that while the Association maintains both liability and property coverages on the boats, there is the potential of damage to the barges, which goes against their responsibility to protect the boats.  The barges have sustained damage multiple times in the past due to the fireworks event.  Dr. Russell reported that the Association has received a letter from their insurance carrier requesting that the practice of discharging fireworks from the barges be discontinued.  The Board has not voted on continuing to allow the use of the barges for the fireworks but will meet tomorrow.  President Dietz thanked all parties for attending and bringing this matter to Council’s attention and encouraged the Ferry Boat Board to vote soon.  He requested that the Borough office be advised of that decision afterwards, so that Council can assess how it can help with this matter.  Mr. Etzweiler, Ms. Stephens, Mr. Snyder, Mr. Grimm, Mr. Steppy and Dr. Russell then left the meeting.  
President Dietz then recognized Michelle Fulkroad, of 338 Pine Street.  Ms. Fulkroad addressed the Council regarding a problem she is having at her home with stray cats.  She has contacted PSP and has complained to the Borough office multiple times in the past. So far, Manager Whitall has assisted her with live trapping two cats, which have been surrendered to the Humane Society.  The neighbor who is feeding the strays was identified by house description only.  Secretary Jackson was asked to determine if the home is a rental or owner occupied.  President Dietz reported that this problem is Borough-wide and that Council will address it.  Manager Whitall was directed to contact Solicitor Kerwin to discuss legalities regarding feeding stray cats and PSAB regarding how other Boroughs manage this issue.  Ms. Fulkroad then left the meeting.

Financial Reports – Council reviewed the Financial Report.  Motion by Cl’m Hoffman seconded by Cl’m Campisi to approve the report for the month ending October 31, 2022.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Cl’m Campisi, seconded by Cl’m Hoke to accept the Check Detail Report.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder.
President Dietz called an executive session at 8:14PM for Council to discuss legal matters.  The meeting was called back into regular session at 9:20PM.

Daniel Wise Agreement – Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Snyder to approve the Daniel Wise Agreement.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder.
Employee Relations Committee

Police Officer Updates – Council discussed hiring police officers and they are negotiating with and planning to extend a letter of hire.  If accepted, this will be reported on at a future meeting.
Park Ranger – Council discussed Act 235 and whether Mr. Comp could possibly fit in.  Solicitor Kerwin was asked to assist in researching this matter, especially with reference to the Borough’s liability exposure in using a security officer within the Parks.  Manager Whitall was directed to research this through PSAB.  Solicitor Kerwin reported that the Borough Code does not disallow this.  Body cameras were also discussed for the Police officers.  Ms. Smith-Witmer is to contact other Police Departments to get prices. 
Employee Gym Memberships – Cl’m Campisi reported that the best price was offered by King’s at $25 a month, per person.  Motion by Cl’m Campisi, seconded by Cl’m Hoffman to approve King’s gym memberships for employees, beginning January 1, 2023 at the rate quoted.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder.
Finance & Risk Management Committee 
2023 Budgets – Cl’m Hoffman requested that finishing the 2023 budgets be the only item for the November 21st meeting.
Parks & Recreation Committee

Park Vandalism – Manager Whitall updated Council on several vandalism incidents.  Cl’m Hoffman suggested locking gates be put in the dugouts at Bradenbaugh Park.  Manager Whitall was directed to get a quote from MIS to relocate the security cameras at MYO Park to capture activity in the pavilions.
Gaming Grant Presentation – Cl’m Boyer reported that the presentation to the Gaming Grant Board was attended by Manager Whitall, Secretary Jackson, Mayor Bowman and himself and went very well.  The project presented was the Market Square Park Renovations. 

Property Committee

Asbestos Update – Council reviewed two quotes for remediation of the asbestos found in the garage and Borough Office.  Conservative Environmental Services, Inc. quoted $5,900.  Environmental Hazards Control quoted $7,178.  Motion by Cl’m Snyder, seconded by Cl’m Hoke to have CES, Inc. do the work, not to exceed $6,900.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder.
Public Safety Committee – No report.
Streets Committee

Stormwater Improvement Project – The final sealing is on-going.  Motion by Cl’m Hoke, seconded by Cl’m Hoffman to approve signing the Substantial Completion Certificate.  Motion carried.
Economic Development Committee – No report.
Police Clerk Report – Mayor Bowman reported on Ms. Smith-Witmer’s property inspections and statuses.
Manager’s Report – Written report was provided to all Cl’ms.  
Christmas Trees – Manager Whitall reported that the second supplier for our Christmas trees is not able to fill our order.  Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Hoke to authorize Smucker’s to bid up to $50 per tree at the upcoming auction if they cannot otherwise provide the 38 trees.  Motion carried.

Cl’m Snyder left the meeting.

Pictures of the repairs to the Daniel Miller House chimney were circulated.  Manager Whitall will get pricing on a text alert system.

Engineer’s Report – No report provided.  

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report – Written report was provided to all Cl’ms.  

Unfinished Business

Millersburg Fire Company Fire Protection Services Agreement – Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Hoke to approve the one-year agreement with the fire tax millage of .925 mills.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman and Hoke.
Dauphin County Planning Commission – Water Resource Enhancement Program – This agreement was previously approved by Council, contingent upon Solicitor Kerwin’s review.  The Agreement was signed by Council President Dietz.
Community Garden – This is in the planning stages.
Recycle Local – The 90-day trial period has ended.  Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Campisi to discontinue this program.  Secretary Jackson will attempt to make contact advising them of Council’s decision and to request that the bin be removed.
RW Maust Jr. Garage Invoice No. 10954 – 2002 Spreader Repair – Manager Whitall reported that the repair work has been completed and the invoice came in at $805.90 over the amount authorized by Council.  Motion by Cl’m Hoke, seconded by Cl’m Hoffman to pay the  invoice to R. W. Maust Garage as invoiced, in full.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman and Hoke.
Secco Electric Invoice – This matter was tabled.
New Business

Reed’s Fuel Oil Invoice No. 718546 – Motion by Cl Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Hoke to pay the invoice for off-road diesel fuel for $1,171.71.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman and Hoke.
2023 Tourism Grant – This matter was tabled.  Council was requested to forward any ideas to Manager Whitall.
Communications – All Cl’ms received a listing.  There was nothing requiring Council action.  

Organization Reports 

Upper Dauphin COG – No report.
Millersburg Planning Commission – Special and regular November 2, 2022 (draft) meeting minutes were provided to all Cl’ms.
Millersburg Area Pool Association – No report.
Millersburg Fire Company – September 13, 2022 meeting minutes were provided to all Cl’ms.
Millersburg Area Authority – August 1, August 23 and September 12, 2022 meeting minutes were provided to all Cl’ms.
Dauphin County Tax Collection Committee – No report.
Millersburg Ferry Boat Association – No report.
Dauphin Lebanon County Boroughs Association – No report
Zoning Hearing Board – No report.
Upper Dauphin Industrial Development Authority – No report.
Millersburg Borough Safety Committee – No report.
The next meeting will be November 21, 2022.  
The meeting was recessed to the Call of the Chair at 10:38PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Bowman Jackson

Borough Secretary
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