
Millersburg Borough Council 

Council Chambers

January 11, 2023 Meeting Minutes

Call to Order – President Dietz called the meeting to order at 6:02PM with Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder present.  Mayor Bowman, Borough Manager James Whitall and Secretary Ann Jackson were also present.  The invocation was given by President Dietz, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Guests –  Alice Zhang MD, Penn State Hershey; Steve and Justin Barndt, Just For Today; Nathan Troutman & Curtis Keefer, Deibler, Straub & Troutman Insurance; Kim Ramberger, Korner Kollectibles; Kevin Fox, Gannett Fleming
Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Hoke to amend the agenda to add Return of Uncollected Real Estate Taxes under New Business.  Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes – Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Hoke  to approve the minutes from the December 14, 2022 meeting as prepared.  Motion carried.

Public Comment 
President Dietz recognized Dr. Alice Zhang who addressed the Council regarding the opiate settlement funds.  Penn State Health proposed placing a smart vending machine in the Borough, which will dispense Naloxone and other free health supplies, such as socks, gloves, hats, water, condoms and toothbrushes.  A needs assessment would be conducted first to determine products offered.  The machine would need to be placed in a semi-secluded spot and could be removed at Council’s direction.  The operating costs to Penn State would be for the machine, maintenance and supplies.  A letter of support was provided by Dr. Zhang.  Motion by Cl’m Snyder, seconded by Cl’m Hoke to approve signing the letter of support as requested.  Motion carried.
President Dietz next recognized Steve Barndt, Director of Just For Today.  JFT would also like to apply for opiate settlement funds to expand the staff and programs at the Millersburg location.  Attendance is reported to be between 80 and 100 individuals per week.  Services offered for recovery or veterans’ needs are support groups, one on one counselling, a housing program, clothing closet, food pantry and social events.  Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Hoke to provide a letter of support to JFT as requested, to bolster staff and existing programs.  Motion carried.

Dr. Alice Zhang, Steve Barndt and Justin Barndt left the meeting.

President Dietz next recognized Curtis Keefer and Nathan Troutman, who reviewed 2023 insurance coverages with the Council.  Quotes were obtained from EMC and Selective.  The agent’s recommendation was to remain with EMC Insurance, KMIT and SWIF.  Motion by Cl’m Hoke, seconded by Cl’m Snyder to approve the renewal coverages with EMC, KMIT and SWIF.   Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder.  Mr. Keefer and Mr. Troutman then left the meeting.

Kim Ramberger attended to address Council regarding the possibility of holding a craft fair in Seal Park.  The organization is a non-profit, date for the fair somewhere between July and September and alcohol may be on site for tasting and purchasing.  Council will discuss requirements for such an event at the January 25th Committee of the Whole meeting.  Ms. Ramberger also requested an application for a reserved business parking spot for Korner Kollectibles.  Secretary Jackson will follow up.  Ms. Ramberger then left the meeting.
Engineer’s Report –  Kevin Fox with Gannett Fleming reviewed his report with Council.   
There are new bidding thresholds this year.

2022 Stormwater Improvement Project – Crosswalk paint is eroding.  It is warranted until October 31, 2023.  President Dietz directed that Mid-State be advised of the issue and that Mid-State’s sub-contractor return to make the repairs.  Crew Leader John Hoffman will be asked to clarify the areas in question for Mr. Fox.  Mr. Fox recommended scanning the project drawings from the contractor.  Gannett Fleming’s CAD department will be able to estimate the cost to digitize.  President Dietz directed Manager Whitall to find a local scanner.  Manager Whitall was also directed to update the Borough’s GIS information with the 2022 project and to share the entire file with Mr. Fox, via a Read Only file.  
Street Work – Cl’m Boyer requested that Gannett Fleming advise the Borough of possible grant opportunities.  The streets for 2023 work need to be identified for Council’s review.  A base specification is desired, to be customized each year.  President Dietz requested that Mr. Fox keep abreast of the State Route 147 repaving project, with reference to waivers the Borough will be requesting.
Financial Reports – Council reviewed the year-end Financial Report.  Motion by Cl’m Hoffman seconded by Cl’m Campisi to approve the report for the month ending December 31, 2022.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Cl’m Campisi, seconded by Cl’m Snyder to accept the Check Detail Report.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder.
Employee Relations Committee

Police Officer Hiring Update – Cl’m Campisi reported that the Officer in Charge candidate is undergoing pre-employment testing and is expected to start mid to late February.  Cl’m Campisi intends to discuss body cams, equipment and uniforms with the OIC candidate to get his recommendations.  There is a lead candidate for the patrol officer position.  The next Police Hiring Committee meeting is scheduled for January 16.  Council briefly discussed the use of constables, and Mr. Castline’s proposal presented at the December Council meeting.  President Dietz directed Manager Whitall to stay in contact with Mr. Castline and to relay to him the status of the Borough’s Police OIC.

President Dietz called an executive session for personnel reasons at 7:55PM.  Manager Whitall and Secretary Jackson left Council Chambers.  The meeting was called back into regular session at 8:01PM with Manager Whitall and Secretary Jackson returning to Council Chambers.

Finance & Risk Management Committee – Nothing to report.
Parks & Recreation Committee – Nothing to report.

Property Committee – Cl’m Hoke requested that the 101 West Street garage windows be kept in the forefront.
Public Safety Committee – Cl’m Snyder reported that he received a letter from Judy Snyder requesting that she be reappointed to serve as the Borough’s representative on the Millersburg Fire Company Audit Committee.  Cl’m Snyder plans to address the Dauphin County rural EMS issue at the upcoming COG meeting.

Streets Committee – President Dietz would like to see the 2023 paving plan developed.

Economic Development Committee – President Dietz reported that the local businesses had good foot traffic for the Christmas season and commended the Borough employees for their efforts.  Chuck Strodosky from YSM will be attending the January 25 Committee of the Whole meeting to discuss the Market Square Park renovations.  Cl’ms are to consider gazebo redesign options.  President Dietz directed Manager Whitall to email the Gaming Grant PowerPoint presentation to Mayor Bowman and all Cl’ms.
Mayor’s Report – Nothing to report.
Manager’s Report – Manager Whitall provided his written report to all Cl’ms and reviewed highlights. 
· Vacation – Manager Whitall will be out of the office February 7-21.

· Spring Clean Up Day is set for April 22.  Manager Whitall will not be available that day.  Pricing on dumpsters has been secured.  We will be using Valley Waste.
· 101 West Street garage has tested positive for lead paint.  Crew will apply epoxy encapsulant.

· Community Garden Project – Council reviewed the draft plan.  Cl’m Campisi will contact Upper Paxton Township about the plan for MYO Park and the Polk Board about an additional site in town.
President Dietz directed Manager Whitall to have a list of recommendations for a Community Garden Committee for Council’s review at the January 25 Committee of the Whole meeting.

· Borough Building Basement Emergency Shelter – Manager Whitall reported that he offered the Borough Building as an emergency warming shelter over Christmas holidays due to the extreme cold.  President Dietz directed that this matter be researched, with reference to the Borough’s liability.  
· Chicken Ordinance – Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Campisi to suspend the pen registration requirement for 6 months.  Motion carried.  This is to be posted on the Borough’s FaceBook page.
· North Street at Boyd Street Stop Sign – Neighborhood resident Thomas Adair requested a stop line be stenciled on North Street.  Council approved the request.
· Wert Street Parking – Fire Chief Snyder voiced concern over getting emergency apparatus through when there are vehicles parked on both sides of Wert Street, immediately west of Walborn Lane. Council reviewed pictures of the area.  The matter is to be researched and reviewed again at the January 25 Committee of the Whole meeting.  
· Quick Ticket Ordinance – Revised language provided by Karen Zaporozec is to be ready for review at the January 25 Committee of the Whole meeting.
· Borough Newsletter – Manager Whitall was directed to get printing costs for Council consideration.  Krystle Shearer expressed interest in writing.

· MYO Park Bench Sponsorship Request – Manager Whitall reported that he has gotten a request.  Council would like an updated map showing locations of sponsored benches and available sites.

· DCNR Grant – President Dietz directed Manager Whitall to apply for this grant for the Market Square Park Renovation Project and to find an alternative for the Seal Park Green Infrastructure project.

· Handicapped Parking Spots – Receipt of extension letters is to be monitored throughout the grace period.    
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report – Written report was provided to all Cl’ms.  Manager Whitall will discuss 549 Union Street discharge with Nick McCarron.
Unfinished Business

Upper Dauphin Industrial Development Authority Board Appointment – Motion by Cl’m Snyder, seconded by Cl’m Hoffman to appoint Braxton Sponsler.  Motion carried.
Update on 510/512 Moore Street – Manager Whitall reported that the Dauphin County Land Bank has granted the requested extension.  Water and electricity are disconnected in both sides.  
New Business

2023 Memberships – Council reviewed PSAB 2023 membership renewal ($402), 2023 Membership Directory extended listing ($40), Borough News subscriptions (9 at $10 each), PSAB Plus Membership Training Subscription ($450) and PA State Mayor’s Association ($70).  Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Boyer to approve all items as presented.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder.
Restatement of 2023 General Fund Budget Total – Secretary Jackson reported that she discovered an error within the General Fund Budget for a new expense line item not calculated in the total.   Motion by Cl’m Hoffman, seconded by Cl’m Campisi to approve the restated total of $1,215,521.  Motion carried with yes votes from Cl’ms Boyer, Campisi, Dietz, Hoffman, Hoke and Snyder.
Appointment of Fire Company Auditor – Borough Representative – Motion by Cl’m Snyder, seconded by Cl’m Hoffman to appoint Judy Snyder as the Borough’s representative on the Fire Company Audit Committee for year 2022.  Motion carried.
Dauphin County Treasurer Return of Uncollected Real Estate Taxes – Cl’ms reviewed the final return of uncollected 2022 real estate taxes.  The return indicates $31,980 in uncollected real estate taxes and $3,198 in penalties, for a total of $35,178.  Motion by Cl’m Snyder, seconded by Cl’m Hoffman to approve President Dietz signing of the return, which exonerates the Dauphin County Treasurer from collecting the remaining taxes and authorizes her to pass the uncollected taxes on to the Dauphin County Tax Claim Bureau for collection.  Motion carried.

Communications – All Cl’ms received a listing.  There was nothing requiring Council action.  All Cl’ms received the UD COG invitation for January 19th at Washington Township. President Dietz called attention to the Financial Interest forms which are to be completed for year 2022 and returned to Secretary Jackson.
There were no Organization Reports.
The next meeting will be on January 25, 2023, at 6:00PM. 
The meeting was recessed to the Call of the Chair at 9:17PM.
Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Bowman Jackson

Borough Secretary
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